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Leicester," which he penned in 1584 or 1585, can
scarcely be included among his literary achievements.
Angry at an attack made upon his uncle in a scurri-
lous " Dialogue between a Scholar, a Gentleman, and
a Lawyer/' better known as " Leicester's Common-
wealth," which had been written by a Jesuit slan-
derer, he replied to it very indignantly, and in terms
too furious to have much weight. It is probable that
he soon repented of his essay, and that his friends
thought poorly of it. It was not published until
some generations had elapsed.

About contemporary with that pamphlet was
another and a more important undertaking. Pleased
with a treatise, " De Veritate Christiana/' lately
written by his friend Philip du Plessis-Mornay, and
anxious that its wise teachings should be within
reach of unlearned Englishmen, Sidney began a
translation of it. Before many chapters had been
prepared, public matters claimed his attention, and
he had to devote all his time to politics; but the
work was, in his opinion, too important to be
neglected. He therefore intrusted It to Arthur
Golding, an industrious scribe, with a request that he
would complete the translation as soon and as well
as he could, and dedicate it, when done, to the Earl
of Leicester. The order was complied with, and, as
the result, " A Work concerning the Trueness of the
Christian Religion," was published in 1587.

It is instructive to note how Sidney, following
authorship only as a pastime, left his mark in so
many fields of literary work, from sonnets and love-
stories to criticism and theology. And in estimating-